
During the holiday of Purim, the Sisterhood of Temple Beth Sholom usually
gives out Mishloach Manot, which provides a goody bag to every person who
comes to hear the Magilla reading. While this was a very worthwhile program,
the ladies decided that this year, they would do something for the greater
community instead. "We are happy to be able to help such a worthy
organization as Jewish Family Service Agency and all of the members of the
community which they serve."

We Thank You for donating over $1,500.00 to the JFSA Food Pantry. 
Your funds will help keep families from going hungy. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE: WOMEN'S
LEAUGE OF TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM 
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What an amazing month it has been! As we head into spring we remind ourselves
daily how fortunate we are to live and work in Las Vegas with amazing people
who bring positivity and hope to our community. Our volunteers are incredible,
and they go above and beyond to help in any way that they can. 

Our volunteers were recognized as part of a national campaign through our
AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers who serve through JFSA's Senior Companion
Program, Foster Grandparent Program and Choose Home Program. These
programs partner Seniors with older adults and children who need one-on-one
connection and support. Once you meet these special souls, like Alberta Ellis 
(pg 4.), you can't help but become instant friends with them.

In honor of National Women's History month, we were proud to celebrate the
contributions that these women, Nevada Supreme Court Justice Elissa F.
Cadish,  Marcy Simon, Barbara Raben, Lissa Bassewtiz, Paula Eylar-Lauzon,
Helene Orenstein, and Barbara Tabach, have made to JFSA and recognize their
achievements by highlighting them on our FaceBook and Instagram channels.

As our community begins to recover and children go back to school we know that
families are still struggling. Our education specialist Dr. Leslie Strasser
Congrove and our psychologist Eric Smith (pg 3.), are standing by to assist you
whenever you are ready. JFSA's Center for Assessment & Educational Services
offers affordable psychoeducational assessments and educational services for
families and schools in need. 

This March our JFSA volunteers rose to the challenge again and delivered  
84 Happy Passover Bags filled with all kinds of delicious items to our beloved
Holocaust Survivors and our Seniors. These bags were delivered all over the Las
Vegas Valley to many who have not left their homes since last year.     

It is because of your continued support that we are able to create such heart-
felt events and make a difference in other people's lives. One of our Survivors
wrote: 

"Dear JFSA, Thank you for your generosity and thoughtfulness. This Pesach
goodie bag is such a delight!  It's such a nice surprise to receive so many of
my favorite foods, plus those fancy matzos that I've never seen before.
Thanks to all of you, including the bakers and the drivers, who donate their
time and money to bring us, survivors, this happiness each month! I cannot
thank you enough, all my love, Elly Tepper." 

To us, this is what JFSA is all about. One of our favorite quotes from Margaret
Mead is "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful citizens can change the
world. Indeed it is the only thing that ever has." Our dedicated staff, volunteers,
board, and leadership are committed to changing the world for the positive,
and with your help, we are and we will. 

AN UPDATE FROM:
DR. KEN MOSKOWITZ  

PRESIDENT & CEO
& LAURA SUSSMAN 

BOARD CHAIR

 

The mission of JFSA is to be

the place to go for people of

all backgrounds during their

time of need. We provide

solutions and results to

improve the conditions in

which people are born, grow,

live, work and age. 

JFSA is registered with the

Secretary of State and

qualified by the Internal

Revenue Service as a 501(C)(3)

nonprofit organization, and a

member of Guidestar Gold

Transparency. Founded in 1977,

JFSA has grown to be one of

the largest and most respected

agencies in the region

touching over 25,000 people

each year. One life at a time. 

Your charitable contribution is

tax deductible to the extent

allowed by law. 

For your steadfast support and lifesaving generosity, 
we continue to rely and give thanks to you.

Our Mission 
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Ken Moskowitz, PhD 
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Laura Sussman
Board Chair
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Dr. Leslie Strasser Congrove, formerly Dr. Leslie Strasser
Murdock, has been involved in the educational field for
over 25 years and specializes in education law,
educational advocacy, and special education. Among her
many academic and professional accomplishments Dr.
Strasser Congrove obtained a Ph.D. in Educational
Psychology and a JD in Law at the University of Nevada Las
Vegas, a Masters of Arts in Learning Disabilities from
Teachers College at Columbia University, and a BA in
Sociology and Elementary Teaching Certification from the
University of Colorado at Boulder.

Dr. Strasser Congrove joined JFSA in 2018 and helped to
establish the Center for Assessment and Educational
Services (CAES). The goal of CAES is to provide
comprehensive assessment and educational services for
families with information and solutions to meet their
children's unique educational and wellness needs. The
CAES is focused on assisting children between the ages of
3 - 17 but can also support young adults ages 18 - 22. Our
expertise includes gifted education, special education,
disabilities-related services, private school, and other
school recommendations, accommodations/modifications
for college, educational planning learning to post-school
success, and setting up home-school communication and
schoolwork plans.

If a child is struggling in school or with life skills, we begin
with a phone call with the family to discuss what's
happening with the child in the home, in school, and in the
community and determine how we can help. Based on the
most effective way that we can help the child and family,
we recommend a consultation, an assessment, and/or
educational services to make recommendations and
maximize in school and community support and work with
the family directly. We offer educational and
psychological services and help put a plan together to
set the child and family up for success from start to
finish. We also offer training to organizations and schools
on various important educational topics to help support
children in school.

"We are a one-stop-shop for education. We are really the
only agency and program that has a multidisciplinary
approach to working with children and families as our
psychologist, social worker, therapist and I as the Educational
Specialist work together as needed to wrap the child and
family in services. Schools offer so many free and supportive
services that knowing how to access them can really benefit
and provide maximum support to families. “I am honored to
work with my colleagues Dr. Eric Smith, Beth Asaf, and
other supportive JFSA staff.” 

Dr. Strasser Congrove states "I love JFSA for its support of
the whole community and focus on Tikkun Olam.  I am
proud of what we have accomplished. We also just signed an
agreement to assist The Clark County Department of Juvenile
Justice Services so we will really be supporting some children
and families with the most struggles and highest need for
assistance. I am very excited about this partnership. "

For Shirly and Andrew when their daughter was diagnosed
with autism at the age of 3, they felt devastated and helpless
as her parents. "We prayed real hard for God to lead our
family to the right path, to provide unending strength, and to
bring people who will help navigate this journey with our
daughter. One of these people was Dr. Leslie Strasser
Congrove". 

"With her years of experience as a regular and special
education teacher, an educational advocate, and having a
law degree, she was able to provide practical advice and
strategies on how to communicate and deal with the school
district as each issue unraveled. She is a miracle and we owe
her everything." On behalf of JFSA, we thank you Dr.
Strasser Congrove & Dr. Eric Smith for all the incredible
work that you do for all the children in our community.

To learn more vist jfsalv.org/educationcenter

MEET DR. LESLIE STRASSER CONGROVE, JFSA'S #1 SPECIALIST
FOR THE CENTER FOR ASSESSMENT & EDUCATIONAL SERVICES  
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If Alberta's story

has inspired you to learn

more about how you can

help people in your

community. Please visit

JFSALV.ORG/VOLUNTEER

or click on this big circle

and sign up today.

Thank You!
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When you meet Alberta Ellis you can't help but become best friends
with her immediately. Alberta has been volunteering since she was 16
years old and has raised her children and grandchildren to volunteer.
Alberta started volunteering for JFSA in October 2018. 

"JFSA means to me that my heart is open to the whole community
that we live in and the whole world and it makes me realize there
are wonderful people in this world even though we are in a tough
time. JFSA just surrounds us all with love and we give love back out
to the community."

The JFSA/AmeriCorps Senior Companion program is my favorite
because I know what they want from me and I know what I give them and
recently I got to deliver some cleaning supplies to one of my companions
whom I have not seen in 13 months and to see her cry at the front door
when I gave them to her made it all worthwhile. Then I delivered to
another senior lady that I had never met before and she cried at the
doorpost when I delivered some items and said I wish I could give you a
big hug, and it took all I had not to just reach out and hug this tiny little
person.

"I love the entire JFSA staff! Everyone here makes you feel welcome.
They do not make you feel like you are intruding in any way. They
appreciate all of their volunteers because this organization could not
operate without the volunteers and they certainly let us all know it."

"I love my clients
through my JFSA

Senior Companion
Program and now I
am working in the
Food Pantry, and

meet all the people
that drive up and
desperately need

food and it just fills
your heart up with
joy! This fulfills my
heart every time I

volunteer."
ALBERTA ELLIS

Up Close With Our Volunteers:  Alberta Ellis
Lending a helping hand to Seniors and others.

U N I T Y P G . 4  V O L . 1 2

Thank you ALBERTA for all of your hard work and dedication at JFSA. It is because of volunteers like
you that help us give food to our community's most vulnerable. The JFSA Food Pantry includes a variety of
healthy meals including Kosher foods. We now proudly serve over 1,000 individuals every month. And,

this number is growing every day. To learn how you can Volunteer at JFSA please contact Sherri
Freedman at JFSALV.ORG or call 702.732.0304

 
 

https://www.jfsalv.org/volunteer
https://www.jfsalv.org/volunteer
https://www.jfsalv.org/
https://vimeo.com/523043647


JFSA'S COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITYJFSA'S COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY
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You are never too old or too young to serve your community. 



JFSA leads the community in providing comprehensive services
for seniors, offering a full spectrum of programs, resources, and
opportunities.  Our Senior Lifeline program uses a case
management model that connects those 65+ with a network of
support services to maintain independent living. Holocaust
Survivor Assistance Services are based on the individual's needs
and wishes and adapt over the lifespan. Services may include in-
home care, advocacy, assistance with reparations, and
socialization events and activities.  Nevada Care Connections is a
state resource center that works with older adults, people with
disabilities, and family caregivers to explore various long-term
support services, resources, and programs. Our Family Care
Partnership program offers peace of mind by hiring a
professional staff to coordinate and direct their loved one's care.
 
We offer seniors the opportunity to remain engaged and
contribute to the community in our AmeriCorps Senior
programs. Volunteers in the Senior Companion and veterans
Choose Home programs are connected with older adults who
need one-on-one connections and support. The Foster
Grandparent program connects volunteers with special needs
children in the Clark County School District to serve in
classrooms as mentors, tutors, and role models.

Our Center for Assessment and

Educational Services offers

comprehensive psycho-educational

assessments, and individualized

educational recommendations to

enhance academic performance at

an affordable cost. Every child

deserves a chance to have a bright

future and we are here to make

sure that goal is accomplished.

Open Arms Adoption Agency, which

has helped birth parents and adoptive

parents with the loving placement of

children and support of their families. 

Our philosophy and purpose are to

maintain and strengthen family life

and relationships through the

provisions of our professional

counseling services and education.

HOW WE SERVE OUR COMMUNITYHOW WE SERVE OUR COMMUNITY

We are here to listen and

provide emotional support

through our Counseling

program. We offer counseling

to children, adolescents,

adults, and seniors. Through

individual, couple, family and

group counseling; services

are provided in a sensitive

and caring atmosphere.

Counseling
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The Center for Assessment 
& Educational Services 

Open Arms Adoption Senior Services

We provide hope, through our

Emergency Services programs.

JFSA provides emergency

financial assistance and food

for our community’s most

vulnerable. Our food pantry,

which includes a variety of

healthy meals that satisfies

every taste including Kosher

foods. 

Emergency Services
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If you or someone you know needs our help please contact us today.

https://www.jfsalv.org/?wix-vod-video-id=b8b85a3811824c09a3308a7211c0da79&wix-vod-comp-id=comp-j3d1ju8k
https://www.jfsalv.org/counseling
https://www.jfsalv.org/educationcenter
https://www.jfsalv.org/educationcenter
https://www.jfsalv.org/educationcenter
https://www.jfsalv.org/educationcenter
https://www.openarmslv.org/
https://www.openarmslv.org/
https://www.jfsalv.org/senior-services
https://www.jfsalv.org/emergency-assistance
https://www.jfsalv.org/
https://www.jfsalv.org/contact-us
https://www.jfsalv.org/contact-us

